
Jackson Hole - Unbound 
 

Extreme terrain. Steep vertical drops. Powder so deep you need a snorkel to ski 
it. And in the middle of it all, cowboys and swinging saloon doors. That’s what 
the American ski resort Jackson Hole is all about. 
 
By Emeli Emanuelson 
 
It’s morning in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Ski boots hammer the metal floor as skiers and snowboarders pour into 
the red tram. We’re late. The veteran ski bums were already here at seven o’clock this morning, two hours before 
the tram starts running, to make sure to be first to rip fresh lines in the one meter deep powder. By now most of 
the new snow will be long gone. 
“People are very committed to skiing here. A lot of life is built around that red box”, Zahan Billimoria, Jackson 
Hole Mountain Resort media relations, told me earlier this morning. 
That’s not particularly surprising.  That “red box” takes you to the most extreme skiing in the USA, other than 
Alaska.  That, combined with an average of 459 inches of snow per year, has drawn powder worshipers and off-
piste enthusiast to Jackson Hole since the 1960’s. Before that, ranchers, cowboys and trappers ruled the area. 
 
The tram takes us 4,139 feet straight up to the top of Jackson Hole Mountain Resort (JHMR). Looking out from 
its windows, the view seems endless. Jackson Hole valley stretches for miles between the impressive Teton 
Range, where JMHR is located, and the smaller Gros Ventre Range. To the north, I catch a glimpse of the 
towering 13,770 foot Grand Teton through the shifting clouds. A unique scenario in the otherwise flat cowboy 
state of Wyoming. 
Teton Village, with its modern hotels and restaurants, quickly shrinks beneath me. Twelve miles to the southeast 
lay the town of Jackson. With its low wooden buildings and saloon-like bars, Jackson remains a vestige from a 
time when the west was still wild. You can ski in Jackson as well, at the smaller and cheaper Snow King Resort. 
42 miles to the northwest, just across the border to Idaho, lays another popular resort – Grand Targhee. 
 
The tram reaches its final stop at 10,450 feet. Before we get off, the ski patrol announces: 
“Welcome to the top of Rendezvous! Remember this is expert terrain. If you can’t ski down on your own, you 
can take the tram back again in ten minutes. Take care out there.” 
I stumble out. My feet are already sore just from standing in my ski boots. Two ski trips in ten years do not a 
skier make. 
Rendezvous Mountain is the more advanced of JHMR’s two peaks. The second peak, Apres Vous, appeals more 
to beginners and intermediate skiers. All in all, the resort offers 2,500 acres of in-bounds terrain and seemingly 
unlimited access to the backcountry.  Most of the runs would be classified by Swedes as red or black. But even if 
Jackson Hole is better suited for experienced skiers, it still offers alternatives for novices and families. And 
regardless of your skill level, the short lines to the ski lifts make everyone happy. 
 
My American friend, 28-year old Scott Humphreys, was born on skies and is an ex ski bum of Jackson Hole. He 
has agreed to guide me through the resort. He points south, to skier’s right. 
“That’s Cody Peak. Straight ahead is the backcountry access gate that takes you to Cody Bowl and Rock Springs 
Bowl. But that’s not where we’re going. You should only ski there if you’re an expert and have the right gear. 
There are a lot of dangerous 50–60 foot cliffs out there, and then there’s the avalanche danger.” 
Instead, Scott shows me what the resort has to offer. In Jackson Hole you don’t actually have to risk your life out 
of bounds to enjoy powder, which is why so many Americans are crazy about this place. The resort not only 
includes groomers, but also offers off-piste bowls, couloirs, trees, and mellow faces. The 15 foot drop into 
Corbet’s Couloir, a world renowned double black diamond, will give pretty much anyone a scare. The slopes 
around Thunder lift, the Hobacks, and Saratoga Bowl offer steep, challenging terrain with lots of trees and 



boulders – playgrounds for extreme skiers. The mediocre snowboard park might be a disappointment. But not to 
worry, there are enough cliffs, boulders and chutes to make the entire resort feel like one big park. 
 
Day two. Scott won’t shut up about finding powder. The hunt for the great white booty continues.  Because ther 
was no new snow overnight, Scott says we have to hike into the semi-backcountry to find untracked terrain. He 
takes me to the Headwall, Casper Bowl, and the Crags, which are as close as it gets to backcountry skiing in-
bounds at JHMR. The key difference is that ski patrol bombards these areas with old Howitzers to set off 
avalanches – so that skiers don’t end up setting them off. 
We take the gondola, which drops us off directly below the Headwall.  The plan is to hike straight up, following 
a 600 feet boot pack that rises sharply behind Bridger Restaurant. Another way to get to the Headwall is by 
hiking Pepi’s Ridge, a longer but less steep path accessed from either the tram or by Sublette lift. Initially I 
wasn’t sure my legs or lungs were up ro the challenge, but we reach the top, albeit drenched in sweat, a mere 20 
minutes later. Just Scott, two ski patrollers, and I. We head to skier’s left and traverse the ridge to Casper Bowl. 
Its faces are littered with narrow chutes, trees and cliffs. But the top is an open field of deep, untouched powder. 
“This shouldn’t be a problem”, I naively think to myself. “It looks so nice and soft. At least it won’t hurt if I 
fall…” 
“Whenever you’re ready, just go!” Scott tells me. 
I go. And I fall. Scott and the ski patrollers laugh from the top of the ridge and observe with amusement how I 
arduously dig my way out of the bottomless powder. Over and over again. 
 
I fell for Jackson, literally and figuratively. But after a whole day of less skiing and more shoveling through 
powder, my tender calves and aching feet decide they´ve had enough. I quickly forget about my pain while 
enjoying dinner with Scott’s friends, a bunch of confirmed ski bums. 
“Casper Bowl, that’s expert terrain. Good job!” 
28-year old Josh Carr gives me an encouraging pat on the back. I straighten up a little, conveniently forgetting to 
mention all the embarrassing somersaults and weepy fits of rage. 
Josh came to Jackson Hole after college to be a ski bum. Six years later he has no plans on leaving. Like most ski 
bums turned Jackson local, he’s shelved his college degree, and despite pressure from his parents to land a good 
job, get married and settle down he sticks to his simple and undemanding lifestyle.  
“Jackson is freedom, it’s the Wild West. You wake up, go ski, drink some beers, take a shower, eat, drink some 
more beers, go to bed and do it all over again. And then you try to squeeze some work in from time to time to 
make sure you get that free season pass.” 
“We also have the deepest, steepest, and most accessible backcountry. The fact that you can hike three peaks 
over from the lifts, ski 4,000 vert and then ski right back into the resort and take the tram back up, that’s unique. 
And you never have to take your skies off, not once! 
  
Besides the famous backcountry, Jackson Hole boasts three national parks: Grand Teton Park, National Elk 
Refuge and the world-renowned Yellowstone National Park. The dramatic nature and rich wildlife actually 
attract more tourists in the summer than skiing does in the winter. But even during winter, there are things to do 
here for the non-skier. The national parks offer wildlife safaris, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, sleigh rides and 
dog sledding. Jackson Hole also provides cross-country skiing, paragliding, spas and the possibility to spend the 
night in a Yurt, a cone shaped tent that originates from the Far East. 
When I ask if there’s anything negative about Jackson Hole, all I get is silence at first. But finally the ski bums 
admit that their beloved winter Mecca has been voted by several different magazines as the ski town with the 
most condescending locals. A few times. 
“There’s a double attitude toward tourists here”, Josh tells me. “No one really likes them, they take up space on 
the slopes and with all the rich people coming here these days, Jackson risks becoming just as expensive and 
posh as Aspen in Colorado. Before there were only cowboys and extreme skiers here. Then again, we live off the 
tourists, so…” 
 



Josh’s girlfriend, 28-year old Carolina Silva, cuts him off. She came to Jackson Hole from Brazil three years 
ago, through a school exchange program, and is a part of the multicultural community of the valley. 
“It’s funny; all the guys in Jackson always complain that there are so few girls here. No wonder when all they 
talk about is skiing!” 
The other girls around the table laugh and nod in recognition. The guys aren’t paying attention anymore; they’re 
absorbed by planning tomorrow’s hike.  Ski lingo like ”pow”, ”vert”, ”face shots” and ”bluebird” is hailing all 
around me. I’m totally clueless. Some talk loosely about going back to school, about becoming an adult. But 
later. Someday. Tomorrow they’re hiking Mount Glory. 
 
 
 

GUIDE: JACKSON HOLE 
 
 

Getting there 
Star Alliance (SAS, United Airlines, and Continental Airlines) offer direct flights from Sweden to the USA, usually 
with one layover in either New York or Chicago and sometimes in Denver as well. Roundtrip tickets go for 
7000–10000 kr/person. Since 2010, you can only check-in one bag á 23 kg for free on flights to the USA. 
Therefore, count on paying a lot if you want to bring your own ski gear. Jackson Hole Airport is about a 20 min 
drive from the town of Jackson and a 40 min drive from Teton Village. Several hotels offer free transfer. Taxi 
for 1–2 people to Jackson costs $32 and $55 to Teton Village. AllTrans offer shuttle traffic, one way to Jackson 
is $16, roundtrip $31 and one way to Teton Village is $26, roundtrip $47. 
 
 

Getting around 
Whether or not you decide to stay in Jackson or in Teton Village, you won’t be sticking to just one of the two. 
The best slopes are in Teton Village, but you’ll find the restaurants, bars and stores with the most character in 
Jackson. From 6 am to 11.30 pm you can commute between Jackson and Teton Village via Start Bus for a cost 
of $3 one way. If you prefer to rent a car instead you can do that at the airport. Just remember there’s no free 
parking in Teton Village. The Ranch Lot is $5/day (free if you’re more than three people in the car) till 1 pm, 
and $12/day on the other parking lots till 3 pm. There is free parking in Jackson and at Stilson Parking Lot a 
few miles from Teton Village. From there Start Bus will take you to the slopes for free. For the late night bar 
hopper there are taxis. 
 
 

Staying 

When deciding on where to stay, keep in mind that it’s way easier to drive to the slopes in the morning than to 
drive home from the bars at night, which is a good argument for staying in Jackson. In Jackson, there are also 
more hotels and hostels of all price ranges to choose from. 
 
The Wort Hotel, Glenwood & Broadway, Jackson, tel +1-307-733-2190, www.worthotel.com. A real classic 
from 1941 situated right in the heart of Jackson. Runs a high standard without losing its original, charming 
western style with horned animal heads over big, open fireplaces. From $349/night. 
 
The Four Seasons Resort, 7680 Granite Loop Road, Teton Village, tel +1-307-732-5000, 
www.fourseasons.com/jacksonhole. The most luxurious option in Teton Village, situated right by the lifts. Here 
you’ll find anything from comfortable suites with balconies, two restaurants and a spa, to steaming outdoor hot 
tubs, a ski school and staff that will help you to take your ski boots off after a long day on the slopes. But you’ll 
pay plenty for it. $395–895/night for a standard room, depending on when you’re visiting. Wireless internet and 
breakfast are not included. 
 
The Hostel, 3315 Village Drive, Teton Village, tel +1-307-733-3415, www.thehostel.us. The budget alternative 
in Teton Village, perfect if you want to meet other ski enthusiasts. The focus is on the communal area, which 
includes a kitchen and a common room with a TV, numerous games and a pool table plus an open fireplace. 
$39-79/night plus tax for a private room. $18-32/night plus tax for shared bunks. $49-89/night plus tax for a 
private quad room. Keep an eye out for discounts and deals!  



Eating 
There’s a large variety of good restaurants in Jackson Hole, especially in the town of Jackson. But remember, 
just like in any other ski town, it’s expensive. 
 
Snake River Grill, Broadway & King Streets, Jackson, tel +1-307-733-0557, www.snakerivergrill.com. One of 
the absolute best restaurants in town, a western style gourmet place.  Serves refined American food including 
lots of game and fish. 
 
The Gun Barrel, 862 W Broadway, Jackson, +1-307-733-3287, www.gunbarrel.com. If you’re in the mood for 
a huge, succulent steak, this hunting cabin-like restaurant with animal heads hanging off its walls is the place 
to be. Great selection of local game, like buffalo and elk.  Don’t forget to end your meal with their delicious 
apple pie! 
 
Blu Kitchen, 155 North Glenwood, Jackson, tel +1-307-734-1633, www.blu-kitchen.com. An incredibly popular 
place that offers Asian fusion with a touch of American and Mexican. Here you can order anything from sashimi 
to a cheeseburger. 
 
Bubba’s Bar-B-Que, 515 W Broadway, Jackson, tel +1-307-733-2288. A simple but fun joint where you can 
enjoy your self-brought beer with a sturdy, American barbeque. Serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
 
Trio, 45 South Glenwood, Jackson, tel +1-307-734-1299, www.bistrotrio.com. A high standard American bistro 
that has Caesar salad, pizza, BLT, buffalo burger, ribs, etc on the menu. 
 
Billy’s Giant Hamburgers, 55 North Cache, Jackson, tel +1-307-733-3279, www.cadillac-grille.com/Billys. 
You can’t go to the USA and skip the national dish. Billy’s is a typical hamburger bar and their gigantic burgers 
are loved by everyone in Jackson Hole. 
If you’re really fastidious you should go to The Alpenhof Bistro in Teton Village instead. Burgers just don’t 
come any better than this. Tel +1-307-733-3242, www.alpenhoflodge.com.  
 
 

Nightlife 
The après ski in Jackson Hole is nothing like what you see in the Alps or in Åre. It’s mostly just a bunch of ski 
bums drinking PBR’s at the base of the resort, which can be just as much fun in its own way. If you prefer to sit 
inside, your best bet for some après ski in Teton Village is either at the Austria inspired Alpenhof or at The 
Mangy Moose, the top place to see live music in Jackson Hole. For nightly adventures, Jackson has a bigger 
selection of bars. The Silver Dollar Bar, with its classic saloon feel and awesome live music (Bluegrass on 
Tuesdays!) is a must. It’s like stepping right into an old western movie. The Million Dollar Cowboy Bar 
shares pretty much the same atmosphere, but with more kitsch. Only tourists come here, but for good reason. 
When you’re not line dancing, make sure to enjoy your beer on one of the saddle bar stools. Cadillac Grille 
has the best happy hour. Be there in time, everyone in town shows up for it! The next scene is Town Square 
Tavern. That is if you want to hang out with a mix of locals and young ski bums. 
 
 

Warning! 
Backcountry skiing is one of the greatest things about Jackson Hole. But every year people die because of 
ignorance and lack of respect for the avalanche danger. So before you head out there you need to consider 
three things: 

1. Never ski alone! Always bring one or several experienced backcountry skiers that know the area well. 
2. Know what you’re doing! Take an avalanche course. You can take one during your stay in Jackson Hole 

(more info at www.americanavalancheinstitute.com). 
3. Never leave home without proper gear! Every skier in the group must have, at a minimum, a shovel, 

probe and a transmitter. 
 
 

Snow lingo 
If you’re going to ski backcountry with a bunch of confirmed Jackson Hole ski bums these words are good to 
know: 
Ski bum - säsongare 



Backcountry – offpist utanför skidsystemet 
Vert (vertical) – fallhöjd 
Pow (powder) – pudersnö 
Corn snow – spring snow that’s been frozen and then melted by the sun, over and over. Looks like corn. 
Slush – when the snow is like melted butter 
Face shots – when the snow is so deep, every turn covers your face in snow 
Rip/shred – to ski fast, hard, and well 
Gnar – difficult terrain 
Shred the gnar – see rip/shred 
“That run was blower” – a way of saying you just skied tons of light, fluffy snow 
Shark fins/teeth – small, gnarly rocks that stick up through the snow like shark dorsal fins 
Death cookies – big balls of ice leftover from avalanches 
Yard sale – when you take a big fall and lose your skis, poles, gloves, goggles, everything 
Boot pack – an established trail of footsteps up a mountain 
Bluebird – clear blue skies and lots of sun 
Puking/nuking/dumping – massive snow fall 
Apré ski – after ski 
Snow bunny – cute girl 
Gaper – beginner/tourist (who is gaping in awe at the sight of the mountain) 
PBR (Pabst Blue Ribbon) – cheap American beer, the ski bum’s national beverage 
 
 

Fast facts, Jackson Hole 

Population: ca 9#000 
State: Wyoming 
Time difference: -8 hours 
Best time to go: Jan–March, when the snow is at its best. JMHR is open from the end of November till the 
beginning of April. 
Base elevation: 6,311 feet 
Summit elevation: 10,450 feet 
Vertical drop: 4,139 feet 
Terrain: 2,500 acres in-bounds and more than 3,000 acres of backcountry 
Runs: 116 (50% expert, 40% intermediate, 10% beginner) 
Longest run: ca 70 miles 
Lifts: 12 
Ski pass: $91/day during high season ($59/day till the 10th of Dec and $78/day 10th-22nd of Dec) 
More info: www.jacksonhole.com, www.jacksonholechamber.com, www.ci.jackson.wy.us, 
http://www.fs.fed.us/jhgyvc  
 
  
 

THE BEST SLOPES OF NORTHAMERICA X 5 
1. Aspen/Vail, Colorado 
These two resorts have everything you want or need and more. Long before Hollywood stars and millionaires 
came to Aspen, skiers ventured here for the world class skiing and fluffy powder. Its four mountains – Aspen 
Mountain, Snowmass, Aspen Highlands, and Buttermilk – each have a unique style and offer a wide variety of 
skiing, everything from steep, advanced groomers to easier alternatives for beginners, plus amazing scenery. 
The outstanding service attracts thick wallets to the charming ski town and you can count on doing some celeb 
spotting at the après ski. Close to Aspen is Vale, which luxurious resort has more groomers than any resort in 
the world. The great, powder rich terrain is less steep but offers wide-open groomers, moguls, and fun bowls. 
2. Alta/Snowbird, Utah 
Utah claims it has the greatest snow on earth, and for good reason. Legend has it that the Great Salt Lake of 
Salt Lake City sucks all the moisture out of the air, which makes the snow so dry and fluffy. Here you’ll find 
nine amazing ski resorts within 45 minutes of one other, all relatively cheap. Perfect if you’re on a tight budget 
and on the prowl for some awesome skiing rather than après ski hopping and picturesque ski towns. In Alta it’s 
all about quality, not quantity, and you don’t have to worry about big crowds on the mountain. It is old school 
skiing at its best, which also means no snowboarders allowed. Alta’s neighbor is Snowbird, whose tram will take 
you up to 3000 vertical feet of world class skiing, even if you choose to strap a snowboard to your feet. 
3. Whistler Blackcomb, British Columbia 



Host of the winter Olympics of 2010, Whistler Blackcomb was recently voted the best all around ski resort in 
North America. Spread out on two mountains, this Canadian resort is also the biggest and offers something for 
everyone. Its extreme vertical drops draw more visitors from all the corners of the world than any resort on the 
continent, which brings a nice international vibe. But the weather is notoriously unstable and because the snow 
conditions are so unpredictable it makes it hard it to plan a trip in advance. Then again, if it’s a bad snow year 
you can always drink your sorrows away and enjoy the infamous nightlife. Moreover, it’s only 125 km to 
Vancouver if you’re in the mood for some big city life.  
4. Lake Tahoe, California 
Even if the Sierra Nevada’s don’t have the same vertical drop or light, fluffy snow as the Rocky Mountains, the 
four mountains around Lake Tahoe offer great skiing with an unbeatable view over the lake and its surrounding 
peaks. Moreover, the place is packed with beautiful Californians. The resorts of Squaw, Alpine Meadows and 
Sugar Bowl on the north side of the lake are more suitable for experts. The same goes for Kirkwood on the 
south side, while Heavenly and Sierra-at-Tahoe has nice groomers perfect for intermediate skiers. If you’re 
looking for some change of scenery, just take a short road trip to Reno, Las Vegas little sister, for some roulette 
and poker. 
5. Stowe, Vermont 
There’s no secret that the west coast has the best snow and the biggest mountains. But if you prefer not to fly 
all the way over there, the east coast is just across the pond. Stowe, Vermont is one of the best ski resorts on 
the east coast and it has a pretty substantial precipitation per year. But if there would be a snow drought the 
resort quickly turns into one of the toughest in the country, full of ice and moguls. If that happens you can 
always take the opportunity to snuggle up in front of the fire at one of Vermont’s many cozy little bed and 
breakfasts. And why not stop by New York for a day or two on the way home? 


